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(57) Abstract: 



PURPOSE: To decrease the number of gateway devices 
by efficiently using the gateway devices, to equalize 
access from respective terminals to the gateway devices, 
and to prevent deterioration in performance by selecting 
an optimum gateway device which can be connected on 
the basis of terminal connections states by the gateway 
devices and reporting its address. 

CONSTITUTION: A terminal 1 when trying to access an 
information processing system 7, accesses a connection 
management device 1 1 , at first, through a communication 
network 3. The connection management device 1 1 once 
accessed by the terminal 1 selects the gateway device 
GW5 which has the least load at the point of time and 
informs the terminal 1 of the address of the GW5 on 
condition that the temiinal is allowable. The terminal 1 
which has received the address of the selected GW5 
accesses the GW5 by using the address and accesses 
the information processing system 7 from the GW5 
thorugh the communication network 9 to send and 
receive information to and from the information 
processing system 7. 
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